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To THE 


Gentry, Clergy, Frexman and 
F recholder 2 


FI of DUBLIN, 


11 


AVING told you 1 would trouble you 
with a ſecond addreſs, I am now to keep | 
my word: and the purpoſe of it is no 
more, than'to take notice of the ſeveral objections 
J have heard made to me, upon the occaſion of the 
preſent competition, for the honour of being your re- 
preſentative. When they are fairly laid before you, 
you will be the better able to judge of their weight. 
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Bur, bore? 7 go N I 8 © 1 remark 


how | very unworthily a very worthy gentleman, 


Mr. Dunn certainly is, has been treated.by ſome of 
thoſe, who would be thought to eſpouſe his intereſt 


warmly upon this occaſion ; when they do, in a man- 
ner, depart from almoſt all conſideration of his py 


has confeſſedly fo much of it 


ſonal merit, though h 
objections againſt me : Ob- 


and betake thernſelves 


| jections founded on facts notoriouſly falſe ; or argu- 


ments, to the loweſt degree, diſingenuous and falla- 
cious; and, I am perſuaded, are known to be ſuch 


by thoſe who are the TO pryardy in e and 


* < 


ſending” them forth. _ 
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When I ſay this, I vil do from my pen, what 


I moſt ſincerely do from my heart, freely and ho- 


nourably acquit my brother- candidate, as I do ſome 

Wincißal adherents, whom I know, from all 
ſufpicion of being concerned in practices ſo very un- 
worthy, I charge them only upon thoſe, who, for 
ſome vile purpoſes of their own, which they think 
they can promote by the event of this election go. 
ing one Way; do, in the proſecution « of thoſe pur: 
poſes, - ſtick at nothing. Perſons who care as little 
for Mr. Dunn, as they do for his humble ſervant, | 
and probably would. not he meh ewes to is us 
both hanged. 5 


By the firſt: AO» my principles have 3 


called in queſtion ; and, by ſome, in terms more 
ſtrong 


151 


g than by others. This, I own, at firſt ſur⸗ 
prized me; as I was not conſcious of any thought 


that ever turned in my breaſt, or of any word that 


ever fell from my lips, or of any one action of my 
life that could give the leaſt room for any doubt a- 
bout them. But fince I am called . 1 
| them, theſe oy, are, | 


"Tux Y are no way in 1— but are pre · 
ciſely upon the plan of thoſe, which were the princi- 
ples of the ever-memorably great and good men, 
who legally and conſtitutionally projected and pro- 
moted the excluding of king James, at the latter 
end of king Charles the ſecond's reign: wiſely fore- 
ſeeing, from ſymptoms in his conduct (in which they 
were not deceived) that ſhould he ever come to ſit 
8 the head of our conſtitution, he would betray it if 

e could. They knew that they muſt turn him out 


if he ſhould ever get there; and therefore thought N 


it beſt to keep him out, in order to prevent the 
ſhedding of that blood which they feared might be 
ſpilt in a conteſt for their liberties. In 1 x54 they 
failed, but they were not diſmayed; they ſtuck faſt 
to their purpoſe, and when they found that that did 
happen which they forelaw would happen; thoſe ve- 
ry men, or ſuch of them as were left, co-operating 
with others who had the fame principles, but, ſome 
of them, not the ſame ſagacity, turned out king 
James for his diſloyalty to the conſtitution. But 
theſe principles, though they were eminently con- 
ſpicuous in thoſe times, yet they were not new. Rea- 
AF 1} ſon 


| thoſe of any other ſubyect. 


[6] 
ton had taught them, and every honeſt mind had 


adopted them long before; for upon theſe it was, 
that the great lord Falkland acted, when, about the 


year 1641, the beginning of thoſe times of dire ca- 
lamity, he coolly, firmly and honeſtly, ſet himſelf to 
bring back and to eſtabliſh the true Britiſh conſtitu- 


tion; but meant to go no farther. Theſe, which are 
my principles, do neceſſarily lead me to that firm 
attachment which I have to his Majeſty's govern- 
ment, and moſt fincere affection to his perſon : for 


T look: upon him (as his royal father was moſt de- 


fervedly looked upon before him) as one, who, ow- 


ing the eſtabliſhment of his throne to the free max- 
ims of that conſtitution which he is placed over for 


it's protection, has ever, with the utmoſt honour and 
fidelity, watched over that ſacred depoſit. And this 


declaration I make, free from all ſentiments of ſer- 
vile adulation, and without any other expectations of 
favour from him than are common to every true ſub- 


jet. As to thoſe, who are not altogether of my 


ſyſtem in theſe matters, this is my way of think- 


ing: Where the legiſlature has found it requiſite, 
for the ſecurity of our government, to put reſtraints 


upon any particular ſet of men; I think thoſe re- 


ſtraints ought prudently, diſcreetly and firmly, to be 


enforced, as occaſions may make it neceſſary : But 
as to thoſe rights which the law has left to ſuch men, 


and to which ſuch reſtrictions do not extend, I think 


them equally under the protection of the law with 


Know 


7 * 


71 
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IG frm ſuck all ye that pretend ye did not know it be- 
fore, that they were ſo; and know, beſides, that by 


theſe I mean to ſtand, and very faſt too, as long as I 
live, and will carry them with me to the grave. 


And if theſe are my principles, and my actions have 


always correſponded with them; if I have made my- 
ſelf no party in your city-diviſions, nor have been un- 
der the influence of any party, as ye know I have not; 

if my publick conduct has been equal to you all, and 
my demeanour in the civility of private intercourſe 
has made no diſtinction; why have ſome bodies of 
men gathered themſelves together upon this occaſion 


to make head againſt me, united as againſt a com- 


mon enemy ? And why is it that ſome among ye 
have aid, that you thought you could not in con- 


.  Satence vote for me? For ſhame, and for common 
; decency, recall thoſe words, ye that have ſaid them, 
and let not your own ears hear you to utter them 
again; there may be thoſe ſagacious enough, to give 
them a meaning which ye would not care to own. 


Lo» 3 next grand objection, is, That I am your 


Recorder, and a lawyer. The objection has two 
parts; I will conſider them ſeparately. But before 1 
take notice of them, I muſt declare that I ſhould not 
urge what I am now forced to do, as tending to give 
me advantages over my brother-candidate on ac- 


count of my accidental ſituation ; were it not that the 


: ungandidneſs of the objection has made it neceſſary 


A 4 for 
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for me to do ſo. And, as to my being "PIE if 
you, gentlemen, who belong to the corporation of 
this city, do at all times your duty in the filling up 
of that office; who is there ſo fit as yout Recorder, to 
explain and to affert your rights in the great coun- 
cil of the nation. Such a one, by his office, muſt | 


be ſuppoſed” beſt to know what they are : and from 
his courſe of ſtudy, and way of life, the beſt able 
to ſet them forth to advantage. Accordingly, the 


inſtances are, I believe, but rare; I have not heard 


of one, where, when tliete was a vacancy, and 


your Recorder out of parliament, ye have paſſed hirn 
by. Some of you Have ſaid, that the Recorder 


ſhould, indeed, be in parliament, but not for the 


city: 80 that by this reaſoning, if Mr. Htzgibbon, 
Who is not in parliament, ſhould deſire to be your 
Recorder (which I am ſure he has no thoughts of 
ever doing) and ſuch a one, as at ſome future 
time might be of a character very different from 


his, and yet be in parliament, was his competitor; 


you would, on your ſyſtem, accept of the latter, 


and reject Mr. Firzgibbon'; tho' no qualification 
were wanting in him to engage your higheſt con- 


fidence, but that which it was in your own power 
to give him, and you could not beſtow more wor- 
thily. I decline expoſing this ' ridiculous maxim in 
the manner that it deſerves; becauſe I can gueſs 
at the petſon who principally has adopted it, and 


endeavoured to propagate it; I have received ſome 


perſonal civilities from him, and therefore I ſhall 
{pare hin. Thus much I YR” it neceſſary to 


ka : 


091. 


wi in order to prevent a- notion from prevailing, - 
- which may be prejudicial. to the city at ſome time 
hereafter, when ye ſhall have a more worthy. gentle 
man in my place, and a leſs worthy one to oppoſe 
him than is the caſe in the preſent competition. 
Some hate ſaid; thatrit was made a condition with 
me, and that I engaged upon my coming in to be 
Recorder, not ta ſtand a candidate for the city. I 
deny it, and not only deny it, but do thus pub- 
lickly declare, and declare it to the honour of 
thoſe gentlemen who concurred in the appointment 
of me, that no terms vr conditions whatever were 
ſo much as inſinuated to me to be. complied 
with, in the courſe of my application for that office: 
x and, I. cannot . but, be ſurpriſed- to hear that this 
has been ſaid by one, who is a citizen of note, 
and muſt well remember, that when I waited on 
him upon that occaſion, he. was, ſo far from, making 
. fions of his perfanal regards, he told me he was 
not free, and could not ſerve me, and gave me 
his reaſons; which, tho' he has ſince mentioned 
them to others, I ſhall only do it to himſelf. I 
have, indeed, more than once, ſince I have been 
Recorder, voluntarily made declarations of my pur- 
poſes as to this matter. I have ſaid, that if any 
one of three particular perſons, whom I. named, 
and who were materially inſtrumental in bringing 
me into the office, ſhould ever contend for the 
8 of repreſenting. the city, I ſhould not he 


che perſon to diſappoint thenvin, their hapes, by 
ſtanding, 


e e eee eee 


4 
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tr] 
landing it in their way, upon that ah; white 


they had ſo great a ſhare in placing me. I have 
likewiſe ſaid, I never would engage in a conteſted 
election for this city, nor did I mean to do it now: 
and the reaſons I gave for taking this reſolution, 
were much the ſame with thoſe which I have given 
for my preſent conduct. That the Recorder ſhould 
- repreſent the city in parliament, I think, a right 
thing, if he deſerves to be truſted ; but cannot 


think it right in him to engage in the uſual me- 


- thods of ſolicitation ; nor would you of fo great a 
city as this is, require it of him, or of any other, 
if you judged well for your own ent 


I have dwelt ſo "Irs upon this tate! that 1 


had almoſt forgot the other part of the objection, 


which was my being a lawyer; and, how ſhame- 


ful an objection is it in thoſe who make it! 
Vo not your properties and all your rights, owe 


their protection to the laws of your country? And 


who can afliſt you in the availing yourſelves of 
rhat protection, if not they who have made the 
knowledge of thoſe laws their peculiar ſtudy ? If 
they are not to be truſted, what a condition are 


ye in? You have nothing for i it but to become lawyers 
yourſelves, and then, I am afraid, you'll be in a worſe. 
Beſides, how can you be ſure, that, when any of 
your rights are called in queſtion, you will have 
right done you in judgment: ſince they who are 


to determine upon thoſe rights muſt have been 
lawyers before; and muſt till be ſo. But it is almoſt 


— 


CRE 
us ridiculous a thing as the Mien is, to go * Tots 


_  , to anſwer it ſeriouſly; as if their fidelity was the 


leaſt to be depended on, whoſe neceſſary courſe 
of education, in order to be lawyers, muſt have 
taught them the true rules of right, juſtice 
and equity, and the natural obligations which en- 

force the obſervance of them, and ſhew them 


to be ſomething more than names. — 75 


But it is Giſt that, for a trading city, a tra- 
der ſhould be the repreſentative. The words ſeem 
to run well; let us ſee how they will come out in 
the meaning. I have as much reſpect for the 
traders: of this city, and indeed of the whole king- 
dom, as any man can have; I look upon them 
a8 a moſt uſeful and important body of men in 
ſociety; and if the queſtion upon ſuch an occa- 
ſion as this, was therely about the granting of a 
favour ; there can be no doubt, but that, from a 
trading city, a trader ought to have the prefe- 
"rence. But other conſiderations may be neceſlary, 
beſides that of being a trader ; where the queſtion 
is about the fitly placing of a truſt; in the due 
execution of which, as well for capacity as in- 
tegrity, the citizens are ſo highly intereſted ; not 
only as to their mercantile affairs, but as to all 


their other rights, 


7 "Theſe, . are the main * e that 
have been made to me, you are to judge 7 5 
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[7 far wo are Te” 8 hee 4 indekd, 
three others that have been mentioned, tho! 1 
. cannot think they could have prevailed With 


many; however 1 will give them an anſwer, and 


they require but a ſhort one. The firſt is, that 


I, upon a certam public occaſion, ſpoke ill of the 
traders of the city. This is an aſſertion not only 
without any foundation of truth, but had it's riſe 
from a declaration of mine, upon the occaſion 


hinted at, which was directly contrary to what is 
aſſerted. The next is, that, being conſulted in 
my profeſſion by one or two of the corporations 
upon ſome points in their charters, I gave an o- 
pinion which they did not like. My anſwer to 
this is, that I gave them the beſt: opinion I could 
frame, upon the fulleſt conſideration I could give 
the points referred to me, and after having got 
the beſt information and aſſiſtance I could, to 
enable me to form a right one; and I ſhould 
give them the very ſame opinion now. The laſt 


-is, that ſome of the traders of this town having 
lately had a promiſe extorted from them by their 


journeymen for the raiſing of their wages, they 


applied to me to know: whether they were bound 
to keep that promiſe ; I told them they ought 
to do it, but that they might puniſh, thoſe 
journieymen for a combination, if | they had evi- 
dence for it: my anſwer, then to this objection, is, 
by owning the fact. I will not enlarge much, upon 

theſe-two latter Particulars, leſt I mould be thought 


to bear too hard upon thoſe. few who mention 
| them 


1 


wein as chjections to me. 1 tn e wiſh 
them to confider whether they amount to any 
mote, than that they think me an honeſt man: 
And if that be a reaſon for their voting againſt 
me, I do not ſee how they can poſhbly vote for 
Mr. Dunn, than whom there cannot _ an ho- 
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"Tarxs are - ections of a klvridous nature (for 
ſome ſuch I have heard) which I ſhall not counte- | 9 
' nance ſo far as to take the leaſt notice of them; 
they coyld be believed by none but fools, and kram. 
ed by thoſe that are worſe. And now, my 
friends, having ſaid every thing about myſelf that 1 
wanted to ſay, and much more than 1 deſired to ſay, 
let us part in good: humour; for theſe are my laſt 
words, I have given you a ſcrap of Latin at the 
beginning of this paper: Moſt of you will underſtand 
it, and thoſe who do not, may be aſſured that there 
is no conjuring in it. The words are honeſt words 
and have nothing more in them than this plain 
meaning: That the beſt ſervice that can be done to 
one's fellow- citizens is, to bring them back to their 
ov right ſenſes, if at any time they have departed : 
from them,” For when this is once done, they can 
do all the reſt for themſelves; and if they don' "IF 
there i is no one elſe that can do it for them, The 
reaſon why theſe words occurred to me, when I. 
turned my thoughts on you, my fellow-citizens, was, 
my obſerving a too great forwardneſs in you, to run 
yourſelves: into parties and diviſions, upon every oc- 
caſion 


. 


| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
! 
| 
| 
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calion that preſents itſelf. By this your city is kept 
from flouriſhing to that degree it might do, and 
vyourſelves and your families much the worſe for it. 


I wonder you never found it out before; for it is very f 


obvious, that while You are buſtling. thus 1 in parties, 
you are only bringing in the harveſt of ſome other, 
which, when you have brought it in for him, he 
will not ſuffer you to touch a grain of; and your 
own. is neglecting all the while, To. be drawn into 
this, you muſt be deluded with ſomething mighty 
dazling to your hopes ;; Which, very often, the nature 
of things makes it impoſſible that you ſhould ſuc- | 


ceed in; and if yon did, perhaps, you would not 


be the better for it. Your harveſt is your own induſ- 
try in your ſeyeral callings, . I cannot fay it will make 
kings of you; but it will do what, I think, is much 


better for you; for, if you will take Solomon's word | 
for it, by this, you ſhall tand before kings, aud ſhall not 
be aſhamed ; beſides, if you were all kings, I'm afraid 
you would have no ſubjects. I wiſh, and moſt fin- 
cerely too, to ſee you all proſper and be happy ; ; but 
look ye upon what Salomon has recommended to 


you, to be the only means to make you ſo. By 


this only you can ſecure your preſent peace and 
welfare; and from this alone can you, with any 


well-grounded hopes expect, your further advance- 


ment to higher ranks of life. If there ſhould be 


any where among you, in your ſeveral quarters of 


the town, thoſe, whoſe ſpirits are more warm and 
active than is for their own peace and for yours; 


7 „ ten 


bers T 


ſiten de what they ſay to you, if it is bank wo 


| liſtening to; but let your acting upon it not be, until 


after very cool conſideration given it by yourſelves, 


You have moſt of you heard of the famous Mr. Ad- 


diſon; that he was a ftrong advocate for the people 
and for their liberties, and was therefore remarkably. 


well attached to his late majeſty and his government. 


He, in his much admired play of Cato, gives this leſ- 


ſon to his countrymen, and leaves it for poſterity. He : 
repreſents one Sempronius as having drawn in many 
of the lower rank of people, to favour ſome purpaſes 


* 


of his on, that were not honeſt, and to co: operate 


f 


with him in the carrying them into execution. The 


thing was diſcovered before it came to any ripeneſs, 


* 


and he very dextrouſly contrived to ſlip himſelf out of 
the buſineſs in good time ; and contrived it ſo well,, 


that he was the very perſon ordered to preſide at the _ 


exęcution of thaſe poor wretches, whom he himfelf 
had deluded ; and thus, he ſhews his loye to them for 


their dence, and comforts them in their laſt mo- 


ments: know, ſays he, - villains, that. when ſüch 
« paltry ſlaves as / you preſume to mix in faction; yt 
« the plot ſyeceeds, they're thrown neglected by; 


L 


put if it fails, they're ſure to die like dogs.” nt od | 
theſe words you are to collect the precept which Mr, 


Addiſon meant to convey, and to make your own ap- 


- plication of it; but, I hope, that none will carry- that 


application farther than it is intended by me that they 


ſhould do. For I do not ſuſpect any one of my fel- 
low citizens -pf worſe deſigns, than may be the reſult 


of overmarmth, migudging and indiſeretion; but if 


there. 


'T 16:] 


1 ſhould be any ſo. unhappy as to be too much 
under the influence of thoſe failings, I would not have 
others to be miſled. Dy them, to their own en 


Wan Ar I have. ſaid to you in th latter part WY 
this letter, which is principally, directed to thoſe 
who are the members of the corporation of the 
city, and to all of them without diſtinction; is not 
a thing that firſt came into my thoughts upon the 
preſent occaſion. I, long before, thought of it; and 
vas determined to take the firſt opportunity of Aying 
ſomething to the ſame purpoſe to you. I take it for 
granted, that it will be cavilled at by ſome; but I 
ſhall not be deterred from ſaying or doing what 
think fitting for me to ſay or to do, by cavils' i 
any thing that _— be ene, 


It ths 


— © 


At. I wh dove you to do upon the a: 
now before you, is no more than this, To determine 
your choice upon the true and proper conſiderations - 

for the determining ſuch a choice. Wherever the 
lot falls, I ſhall be the fame man I was before, am 
naw, and mean to be hereafter. If the ſucceſs ſhould 

be my friend's, he ſhall wear the honour you give 
him without envy from me; if mine, I. ſhall endea- 
vour to ſhew my gratitude, by ſerving you to the beſt 
of my power. 80, gentlemen, once more aſſuring 
you of my beft wiſhes, I _— my leave and am, 


5 Fes Bop Your my 1 r, — 
1 Dublin, Feb. © DE 2 Nv DE 
iN 22d. 1758. | — humble Servant, 


3 „ James Grattan. 


